244 Warsaw ladies put flowers on the window sill of Ms cell
Some people argued that he was not responsible individu-
ally; the unsettled state of public affairs was the real
cause; therefore he should not be put to death. More
than a year passed, the man still lived—and the Conser-
vative party was in power. To Pilsudski these things
indicated the road Poland was taking. He felt sick at
heart. Sadly he saw that party politics could wreck
democracy.
The international situation of Poland was weak. The
Powers were considering granting territorial compensa-
tions to other countries at her expense. This made him
see again the necessity of a strong government, ready to
act with decision. What should he do—throw out the
Sejm, or leave the nation to work out her own salvation?
Once he intervened and settled a dispute about the pay
of the army. Once he practically dismissed a Cabinet.
But for the most part he kept on with his work at the
Ministry of War, and watched the Sejm where faction
ruled instead of patriotism, where men whispered instead
of openly accusing, where party passions with all their
uncertainties destroyed one Cabinet after another.
His enemies became more active and bolder. Around
him raged jealousy and suspicion and distrust and hatred.
Very bitter were the attacks against him, a campaign of
slander where all evil seethed on the surface. It spared
nothing—not his wife and children, not his friends, not
himself. He was charged with being a thief and Parlia-
ment appointed a commission to search for the royal in-
signia he had stolen. He was charged with treason, with
entering into some understanding with the enemy and
betraying the country in time of war. But never once,
then or later, did his most bitter enemy ever say he had
taken public moneys; no one could charge graft in his
Ministry.
Knowing his power in Poland, realizing how great his
influence was, Ms opponents did not try to remove Mm

